301.  FRAGMENT OF LETTER

[CAPE TOWN,]
Sunday [March 22, J9l4\l

Everything is transient, except the atman. Not only should
we keep reminding ourselves of this but we should work on accord-
ingly. The more I reflect, the more insistently I feel the supreme
importance of truth and brahmacharya. The latter, together with
all other rules of morality, is comprehended in truth, I cannot
help thinking, however, that brahmacharya is important enough to
share the place of honour with truth. It is my unshakable faith that
these two can conquer any obstacle whatever. The real obstacles
are the evil desires of the mind. If, for our happiness, we depend
in no way on our outward relations with others, we would always
think of what we ought to do rather than of what people might say.

[From Gujarati]
Gandkijini Sadhana and Jivan Prabhat

202. THE COMMISSION'S REPORT AND
RECOMMENDATIONS2

The report of the [Indian Inquiry] Commission was released
last week. We must admit that the report displays a sense of
justice on the part of the^Commissioners, It is a unanimous report,
signed by all the three members. Messrs Esselen and Wylie deserve
congratulations on this. We had felt it our duty to protest against
their appointment. But they have not allowed their previously
expressed views to affect their judgment* The agitation by the
community is responsible, we believe, for this good result.

The Commissioners, as also Lord Hardinge, have criticized
the action of Mr. Gandhi, and the general body of the Indians
who acted on his advice, in abstaining from giving evidence. This
criticism is not at all surprising. They wanted that the largest
possible number of Indians should give evidence. We can under-
stand why the Viceroy also criticized this action. He had both to

1 In the source this letter has been placed in March 1914, but the exact
date is not ascertainable.   It is, however, likely that the letter was written
about the same time as the "Letter to Manilal Gandhi", the preceding item,

2 This w$s an editorial note*